
HAIR

These adorable social
media stars show us the

coolest kid dos of the season,
with the help of New York City

hairstylist Olubunkola Ojeifo
BY NYKIA SPRADLEY

PHOTOGRAPHY BY YACHIN PARHAM

Tiny
Tresses

MADISON
@redlilmissy
With a personality as fiery as
her red strands, Madison rocks

an updated take on classic
pigtails. After a light blow-dry to

smooth the hair, Ojeifo parted
the hair down the middle, then

sectioned off one inch on
each side of the part. On the

right side, starting a few inches
back, she cornrowed a small

braid toward and then along the
hairline. She then did the same

on the left. Afterward, she
secured the braids into each

pigtail, and then using tiny
rubber bands, she created

small puff balls down each
side. Ojeifo added a few

braid rings to finish the look.
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HAIR : KIDDIE DOS

This charming little lady has
a strong sense of style. For

this twisted hawk, Ojeifo did a
light blowout to stretch the

strands. She then parted the
hair across the center and

braided one cornrow toward
the crown on each side. Using
an alcohol-free gel and edge

control, she neatly slicked
the remaining hair back into
two ponytails (one near the

crown, the other close to the
nape of the neck). For more

volume and length, Ojeifo
loosely twisted in additional

hair and secured all of the
strands with a rubber band.
She placed twists around the

crown and held them in with
pins. She left the twists from

the bottom ponytail loose
to produce the tail. »

SUMMER
@_callmesparkle
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We can seriously watch this double dose of cuteness and
their viral videos all day. Ojeifo crafted two styles that reflect
their similarities and individuality. Using Bantu knots as the
common thread, she parted the hair from ear to ear, and with
a lightweight oil and an alcohol-free gel, she made the knots
in the front. For Ava (left), Ojeifo used a curl definer in the
back, gently working in the product with her hands to
enhance the curls. After letting the hair air-dry, she fluffed
with a pick. Once Alexis’s Bantus were set, Ojeifo drew a part
up the back, then cornrowed two sections from the nape of
the neck upward, tucking the ends of the braids into each
other and holding in place with pins. »

AVA AND ALEXIS
@mccluretwins
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At age 6 and already possessing the
poise and posture of a pro dancer,
Heaven has dainty in her DNA. For this
modern spin on a ballerina bun, Ojeifo
first parted the hair down the middle.
Using an alcohol-free gel and edge
control, she slicked the strands back
into low pigtails. Ojeifo neatly braided
the hair, then crisscrossed the plaits
and gathered them at the nape of the
neck, anchoring with bobby pins. »

HEAVEN
@heavenkingdances
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MINI MANE MARVELS
When it comes to products, it all depends on
your child’s curl pattern and texture. Stick
with kid-friendly formulas, which tend to be
gentler. Ojeifo suggests steering clear of
items with sulfates or parabens, which can
irritate tiny (and big) scalps.

Shampoo locks in sections. “Part the
hair and make four separate twists. Wet
the scalp, and shampoo and condition
the hair by section,” says Ojeifo. Doing
this prevents tangles, which cause the
most pain for kids when their hair is
combed through. To detangle: Smooth
each part with a wide-tooth comb and a
conditioner with a lot of slip.

Wash-Day Tips

TxturePRO by Wet Brush Wave Comb
($5, Sally Beauty). Live Clean Hydrating
Conditioner and Shampoo ($6 each, target
.com). Taliah Waajid Shea Coco Natural Hair
Style Cream ($12, amazon.com). Renpure
Viva Curl Whipped Coconut Lite Defining
Gel ($10, CVS). Mielle Organics Avocado
Moisturizing Hair Milk ($16, Target). Mielle
Organics Mint Almond Oil ($14, Target).
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New York City provides great inspiration and a perfect backdrop for
fashion and portrait photographer Yachin Parham (@yachinparhamstudio),
whose images evoke a sense of effortless style.
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