HAIR, CESAR RAMIREZ FOR MIZANI/CROWD MGMT. MAKEUP, FRANK GUYTON/KENBARBOZA.COM. MANICURE

GRACIE J./CLOUTIER REMIX. INSET, DENNIS LEUPOLD. FOR CLOTHING DETAILS, SEE WHERE TO BUY

STRAND SLAYERY [
CESAR RAMIREZ |-
SHOWS US HOW:A - |
GOOD WIG CAN GQ' |
FROM BASIC TO BAMI

BY NYKIA SPRADLEY:

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
CHRISTOPHER KOLK"

L

JULY 2016



38 ESSENCE.COM JULY 2016

BEACH-WAVE BLOND -
Ciara is unguestionably a hair chameleon, but these sun-kissed,
flowy waves have basically become the singer’s signature.
Wigs give you a good excuse to try out a cool new color. When
doing so, Ramirez treats them the same way he does his clients’
tresses. “For the moment, it’s ‘your’ hair. If you want your exten-
sions, weave or wig to look good, use the same quality prod-
ucts you would use on your own locks,” he says. To maintain
color as light as Ciara’s, apply a leave-in conditioner and

then an antibreakage heat protectant, which adds elasticity
back to strands. This cocktail “makes the hair stronger, so

it doesn’t break when styling,” says Ramirez. >
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air wet, so cut it whenit’s dry to no
ally creating.” To keep his curly w1gs frb{n -L
unchy gel cream, followed by a Hufmdlty—
aintains definition. Stay away from 'wet or
an only exacerbate frizz. “| like soft-
get the hold you need and still brush
can last for a few days without having
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Wigs are the perfect way to
give a new trend a test run. If
you hate it, you’re not stuck
with it. Better yet, you may
end up loving it—which is
how Jennifer Hudson got her
pixie. “We had a consultation
and tried a bunch of styles,”
says Ramirez. “l thought

of doing something really
short, a pixie, which she had
never done before, and she
loved it. The original was a

wig, and then she grew her
own hair into the style.” (J

66 Jennifer’s original
pixie was a
wig, and then she
grew her own hair
into the siyle. 99
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Jennifer Hudson
started with a nineties-
inspired crop, consist-
ing of long bangs and
sideburns; it evolved
into an edgy, spiky do.
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